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[image: image1.png]Read the messages between Kennedy and Khrushchev. Pay special attention to each
man’s perspective, or point of view, and what each wanted to achieve in, or for, Cuba,

Letter from Chairman Khrushchev to President Kennedy (April 18, 1961):

Mr: President [Kennedy]: I send you this message in an hour of alarm, fraught
with danger for the peace of the whole world. Armed aggression has begun against
Cuba. It a'secret to no one that the armed bands invading this country were
trained, equipped and armed in the United States of America. The planes which are
bombing Cuban cities belong to the United States of America, the bombs they are
dropping are being supplicd by the American Government. . Your statement a few
days ago that the USA would not participate in military activities against Cuba
created the impression that the top leaders of the United States were taking into
account the consequences for general peace and for the USA itsclf which aggression
against Cuba could have. . .As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, there should
be no mistake about our position: We will render the Cuban people and their
government all necessary help to repel armed attach on Cuba.

Reply From President Kennedy to Chairman Khrushchev (April 18, 1961):

M- Chairman [Khrushchev]: You are under a serious misapprehension in regard
to events in Cuba. For months there has been evident and growing resistance to

the Castro dictatorship. More than 100,000 refugees have recently fled from Cuba
into neighboring countrics. . It cannot be surprising that, as resistance within
Cuba grows, refugees have been using whatever means are available to return and
support their countrymen in the continuing struggle for freedom. Where people
are denied the right of choice [the ability to choose a different form of government
besides Communism], recourse to such struggle is the only means of achicving their
liberties. . You should recognize that free peaples in all parts of the world do not
accept the claim of historical inevitability for Communist revolution. What your
government believes is its own business; what it does in the world is the worlds
business. The great revolution in the history of man, past, present and future, is the
revolution of those determined to be free.

Glossary
fraught with

render: o give or make available: provide.

ull of

repel: (0 offer resistance 10: to fight against
misapprehend: (0 apprehend incorrectly; (o misunderstand.
recourse: act of turming to for assistance

inevitability: the quality of being unavoidable
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[image: image2.png]Kennedy and Khrushchev obviously had very different opinions about the Bay of Pigs
invasion. Use the chart below to summarize the two leaders’ viewpoints about Castro
and the Cuban revolution, as well as their objectives (what they wanted to achieve).
Then answer the questions that follow.

President Kennedy (U.5.A)

Chairman Khrushchev (U.S..R.)

Point of view,
or perspective,
regarding Fidel
Castro and the
Communist
Revolution in
Cuba

Objective
(what each

leader wanted to
achieve in Cuba)

2. How might Kennedy and Khrushchevs different objectives help explain how both men
could look at the same historical event (the Bay of Pigs invasion) and yet come to such
opposite conclusions about it?

The American govern-
ment expected the people of
Cuba to rise up in support
of the invasion and help
the invaders to overthrow

Castros communist  gov-
ernment. The Americans
were disappointed. There
was no popular uprising in
Cuba against Castro, and

the communist government
easily defeated the invasion,
President Kennedy was an-
gry and humiliated

3. What might be some of the reasons that people of Cuba failed to rise up against Castro
and overthrow his dictatorship?
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[image: image3.png]The Cuban Missile Crisis

Although he had defeated
the Cuban exiles' invasion
at the Bay of Pigs, Castro
was afraid the United States

still wanted 1o invade Cuba
in order to get rid of him,
change the government,
and destroy Cuba’s Commu-

nist Revolution. So he asked
his friend, Soviet Chairman
Khrushchev, for more help.
He gotit

-+ SANDAL MRBM on parade in Red Square, Moscow. It could launch a three-megaton warhead to

an estimated range of 1,020 nautical miles.

1. Can you tell what is pictured in the photo above? Why might pictures such as these
have decply disturbed Americans?

Khrushchev secretly be-
gan sending nuclear mis-
siles to Cuba. Weapons of
mass annihilation were now
only 90 miles away from
the United States. It is likely
that Khrushchev and Castro
believed that these deadly
missiles would convince the
United States to leave Cuba
alone. They were wrong,

The United States, using
special spy planes equipped
with powerful cameras, dis-
covered that missilesites
were being built and also
came to the conclusion that
Soviet ships were sailing
from Russia to Cuba with
offensive missiles (they
did not know that some of
these missiles had already

reached Cuba).

President Kennedy and
his advisers were horrified
by these discoverics. They
felt that they had o re-
spond to this situation. The
problem was: “how?” What
should they do about the
possibility of nuclear mis-
siles pointing at them from
only 90 miles away?

On The Brink: From the Bay of Pigs o the Cuban Misie Crisis 21



[image: image4.png]nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn



[image: image5.png]Some of Kennedys advis-
ers recommended going to
the United Nations and ask-
ing for its help. Other ad-
visers, especially leaders in
the American military like
General Curtis LeMay (un-
der whose command  the

United States had dropped
nuclear weapons on Japan
at the end of the Second
World War), told Kennedy
that the United States must
invade Cuba immediately in
order to destroy the nuclear
missile sites and defeat the

Castro government. LeMay
argued, essentially, that the
United States would have to
invade Cuba sooner or later
so they might as well do it
now. Kennedy, however, re-
sisted attacking Cuba right
away.

In the boxes below, summarize the possible options Kennedy had in dealing with the
ssue of Soviet nuclear weapons in Cuba. You should also note what you think each
option’s ikely outcome would be (the first two boxes have been completed to help get

you started).
Response Likely outcome
Least « Do nothing « Increasing fear in the United States.
aggressive « Anger at President Kennedy for allowing
response the Soviets to bring more and more
nuclear missiles into Cuba— only 90 miles
from the United States.
* Poltcaloppenents wil kel charge that
by doing nothing about the missiles,
Kennedy is allowing communist power and
influence to spread through Latin America
and endanger the United States.
Moderately
aggressive
response
Most
aggressive
response
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[image: image6.png]Instead of attacking Cuba, Kennedy made this famous speech on October 22, 1962:

1 have directed that the following initial steps be taken immediately: To halt

this offensive [military] buildup, a strict quarantine on all offensive military
cquipment under shipment to Cuba is being initiated. Al ships of any kind bound
Jor Cuba from whatever nation or port will,if found to contain cargoes of offensive
weapons, be turned back. . . Should thesc offensive military preparations continue,
thus increasing the threat to the hemisphere, further action will be justified. 1

have directed the Armed Forces to prepare for any eventualities. . 1t shall be the
policy of this Nation to regard any nuclear missile launched from Cuba against

any nation in the Western Hemisphere as an attack by the Soviet Union on the
United States, requiring a full retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union. . .1 call
upon Chairman Khrushchey to halt and climinate this clandestine, reckless, and
provocative threat to world peace and to stable relations between our two nations. I
call upon him further to abandon this course of world domination, and to join in an
historic effort to end the perilous arms race and to transform the history of man.

5. Summarize this speech that Kennedy made in response to the Soviet military build-up
in Cuba. What did he say the United States was going to do?

6. How does Kennedy characterize the actions of the Soviet Union?

7. In your opinion, why did Kennedy not invade Cuba immediately to destroy the
missiles? After all, Cuba is not a very big country. The American military could have
casily defeated the Cubans,

Glossary
initial
offensive: designed for atack

justify: to demonstrate or prove to be just,right, or valid
eventuality: something that may oceur;  possihiliy
retaliatory: retuming like for lke, especially evil for evil

rst; occurring at the beginning

clandestine: kept or done in secret, often in order to conceal an illcit or improper purpose
perilous: dangerous
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IMAGE 9: Cuba
within the
larger Caribbean
seographical
context

8. Use the map above
(Image 9) to explain
what Kennedy meant
when he said he was
beginning a strict
quarantine, or
blockade, of Cuba with
the American Navy.

9. Why did he do this?
What was the point of
the “quarantine”?

IMAGE 10: JFK Signs Quarantine Proclamation, October 23, 1062

The United States de- its blockade (“quarantine”)
clared that it would not al-  andreach Cuba. Inresponse
low any Soviet ships car-  the Soviets proclaimed that
rying missiles or military  such a blockade was illegal
equipment to pass through  and that they would contin-

ue sending supplies to their
friends in Cuba

No one knew what would
happen next.
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[image: image8.png]How would the Americans react if the So-
viet ships did not stop at the blockade line?
What if the Soviet ships refused to turn
around and go back to the U.S.S.R.? What
would the Soviets do if the Americans tried
10 stop the ships by force? Would America,
as Castro feared, invade Cuba to destroy the
missile sites and his revolution?

The Soviet ships kept traveling, coming
closer and closer to the American block-
ade. The whole world wondered: was there
going to be a war between the worlds two
most powerful nations?

The historian Arthur Schlesinger, who at
the time was an aide (o President Kennedy,
later said:

This was not only the most
dangerous moment of the Cold
War: It was the most dangerous
moment in human history.

IMAGE 11: The Soviet ship Poliava
onits way to Cuba on October
24,1963 carrying IRBM missiles
Qatanch rings identificd)

10. What did Schlesinger mean when he said this was “the most dangerous moment in
human history”? Why was this moment so incredibly dangerous? After all, weren't
the United States and the Soviet Union only having an argument about a weak little
country called Cuba? What was the big deal?
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[image: image9.png]As the Soviet ships
reached the American quar-
antine line on October 24th,

they stopped. The world turned around and began

held its breath. And then, heading back to Russia.
most of the ships slowly

As American Secretary of State Dean Rusk said,

We're eyeball to eyeball, and I think the other fellow just blinked

11. What do you think Rusk meant by this statement?

Although one Soviet
ship continued through the
quarantine line, the Ameri-
cans let it continue  after
searching it and determin-
ing that it carried no offen-
sive weaponry.

Still, the erisis continued  How were the United States
and remained unresolved  and the Soviet Union able to

until after October 28th,
when Kennedy and Khrush-
chev worked out a deal to
resolve the crisis peacefully:

What had happened?

On The Brink: From the Bay of Pigs to the Cuban Missile Crisis

avoid a nuclear holocaust?

27




